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BRANSTY ROW/NORTH SHORE ROAD – PROPOSED 
JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide members of the Local 
Committee, with an overview of proposed highway improvements to 
improve the operation of the junction on Bransty Row/North Shore 
Road and enhance the pedestrian environment to create cohesive 
development sites within the North Shore area of Whitehaven town 
centre. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed highway improvements at Bransty Row, including 
changes to its junction with North Shore Road, have been designed to 
improve the junction capacity, whilst enhancing the pedestrian 
environment.  Bransty Row is the only entrance in to Whitehaven town 
centre from the North and so the proposed improvements will not only 
assist future development in the North Shore area, but will also provide 
an enhanced entrance into the town.

2.2 There are no significant equality implications identified at this stage, as 
the report is for information only.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That members note the content of this report.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Britain’s Energy Coast (BEC) is the landowner of a number of development 
sites on Bransty Row and the lead partner is bringing forward the North 
Shore regeneration scheme. Copeland Borough Council is the planning 
authority for the proposed schemes, which includes plans for managed work 



space, a 100+ bed hotel and a multi-story car park, and is fully supportive of 
the scheme. Copeland Borough Council part owns BEC (alongside Cumbria 
County Council and Allerdale Borough Council). The deliverability of the 
North Shore Development opportunities are marginal and require significant 
highway improvements to facilitate these developments.

4.2 Cumbria County Council secured £1.66m from the Department for Transport 
(DFT) through the National Productivity Investment Fund and £834k from 
BEC to undertake the necessary highway improvements at Bransty Row. 
The funding has been secured on the basis of reconfiguring the existing 
priority T-junction at Bransty Row/North Shore Road to improve the 
operation of the junction and enhance the pedestrian environment to create 
cohesive development sites.  The funding provided by the Department for 
Transport requires the proposed changes to be designed and implemented 
on site within 2 years (2018/2019 and 2019/2020). Details of the proposed 
design can be found attached as Appendix 1. 

4.3 Numerous alternative junction arrangements have been considered 
including roundabouts, gyratory systems and priority junction arrangements. 
The alternative options do not accommodate the forecast traffic volumes or 
provide any pedestrian connectivity and amenity benefits. 

4.4 During the private Members briefing on the 23 January 2018, Members 
asked Officers to consider improving the junction at Tangier Street and 
George Street.  Officers explored options for enhancing the junction at 
Tangier Street/George Street and four options were modelled to determine 
the impact of proposals on traffic in the area.  Details of the alternative 
arrangements are listed below and related plans are attached as 
Appendices 2 to 4 inclusive.  

• Design Option 1 – Enhance the existing junction arrangement - Provides 
the greatest capacity at the junction.

• Design Option 2A – The installation of the mini roundabout gives traffic 
on George Street priority over Tangier Street, which will create queues 
on Tangier Street backing up towards the town centre.

• Design Option 2B – The installation of a mini roundabout and reversal of 
the one way systems on Tangier Street and Church Street addresses 
the capacity issues on Tangier Street in Option 2A. However, George 
Street does not have the capacity to cope with the additional traffic

• Design Option 3 – The installation of a signalised junction at Tangier 
Street results with traffic queuing through Tangier Street signals when 
showing green light.

4.5 Officer recommendation is to proceed with Option 1 at Tangier 
Street/George Street, which will increase the junction capacity and support 
the deliverability of the North Shore Development Schemes. The other 
options do not deliver the required junction capacity and therefore do not 
meet the aims and objectives of the scheme business case and could not be 
delivered through the funds secured from BEC and DFT. A report was 
presented to the Highways Working Group on 23 February 2018 detailing 
the options and Members requested that a similar report be presented to the 
Local Committee.



4.6 In order to successfully deliver the highway improvement, the location of the 
existing bus stops and taxi ranks on Bransty Row will need to be amended, 
as detailed on the plan in Appendix 1. An amendment to the speed limit from 
30mph to 20mph is also being explored in consultation with the local area 
highways team and the police. In order to amend the location of taxi ranks or 
change the speed limit within the area, a review of the existing Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TRO’s) will be required.

4.7 Due to the time constraints associated with the funding, it is imperative to 
make a start on the TRO review process. It is proposed that the informal 
consultation stage on the proposed amendments to the TRO’s would begin 
week commencing 9th April, the outcomes of which would be reported to 
Highways Working Group.>< and then to Local Committee for determination.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 There are no options with this report at this stage as it is for information only.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications arising from the 
recommendations in this report.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no legal implications as this report is to note only.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The report provides members of the Local Committee with an overview of 
the proposed highway improvements to improve the operation of the junction 
on Bransty Row/North Shore Road. As the scheme is externally funded from 
DFT and BEC, decisions regarding the scheme detail will be made at an 
officer level. Copeland Local Committee will be responsible for approval of 
the TROs required for the delivery of the scheme.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

March 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Preferred concept design for Bransty Row/North Shore Road
Appendix 2 Options for enhancing the junction at Tangier Street/George Street: 

Option 2A



Appendix 3 Options for enhancing the junction at Tangier Street/George Street: 
Option 2B

Appendix 4 Options for enhancing the junction at Tangier Street/George Street: 
Option 3

Electoral Division(s): Bransty

Executive Decision No*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

Report and Minutes of Copeland Highways and Transport Working Group, 
23rd Feb 2018 

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers
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